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This month we turn our attention to a symbol 
often associated with Freemasonry, especially in 
the English-speaking world: The Letter G, which 
appears in the East, above the head of the 
Worshipful Master, in most of our American 
Lodges, including those in California. It is also a 
familiar sight within the traditional square and 
compasses, the most familiar of all Masonic 
symbols. What Mason has not been asked, “What 
does the G stand for?”—by friends, family and 
any non-Mason noticing his ring or lapel pin. 
Upon hearing the usual reply that it stands for 
“God” and for “Geometry,” the next question is 
often the one that graces our cover this month: 
“What else does it mean?” I commend to you the 
meanings explored in this issue. Fiat Lux! 

SCRL’s inclusion of original work by its own 
members in Fraternal Review continues apace. 
Last month, the Light issue included original 

articles by our Treasurer and Junior Deacon. This month, the dramatic cover art of The 
Letter G is the original work of our Senior Deacon, Brother Johnny Arias, 32°, of South 
Pasadena Lodge No. 290. Brother Johnny—a professional Tattoo Artist and Artistic 
Director of Fraternal Review—also created the new SCRL logo in the title line on all our 
covers. Please note he has superimposed our traditional logo, the “Lamp of Learning,” in 
the middle of the square & compass—the very place where the Letter G so often appears.  

Though this positioning is not meant to suggest an equal significance of the Lamp to that 
of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, or to the Supreme Science of Geometry, there 
are apt comparisons to be made. The Letter G, when standing for God, and the Lamp, 
when standing for knowledge—are among the examples of Light explored in last month’s 
issue. The honor of Geometry’s placement within the Square & Compass raises it to a 
position of supremacy among the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences. Likewise, the Lamp of 
Learning, symbolizing all of humanity’s learning, justifies its taking Geometry’s honored 
placement.  To me, the Lamp within the Square & Compass symbolizes all of the Seven 
Arts & Sciences. 

This observation is not offered as a description of the creative process resulting in SCRL’s 
updated logo; rather, it came to me in a meditation on the Letter G in preparation to write 
this column. I’m sharing it here as an example of the fact that none of Masonry’s symbols 
are confined to any particular meaning; like great art, symbols stand for anything they can 
evoke in the consciousness of an observer seeking to plumb the depths of their meanings. 
Applying the same principle, symbols may be combined in infinite ways, to blend with and 
enhance their meanings, just as I have here with the symbols from our latest two issues. 
Try it! Using the themes in each of our issues is a good place to start. 

Another observation and recommendation: The Light to be plumbed in Masonry’s 
symbolism is limited only by one’s imagination, and the patience to focus one’s mind. 
Effective tools for developing the skill of prolonged concentration or mental focus include 
meditation and other forms of contemplative practices. This is why SCRL now includes 
meditation as part of our meetings; and our host lodge, South Pasadena No. 290, now 
offers a monthly meditation class led by Worshipful Doug Russell, our former Master and 
current Editor-in-Chief of Fraternal Review. Doug is certified as an Instructor by the 
Academy of Reflection, which offers instruction in meditation and contemplative practices 
within the Guthrie Valley of the Scottish Rite. 

Fraternally, Meditatively, Jeriel C. Smith, 2016 SCRL Master
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June Dates

The Illumination Lecture Series

Tim Hogan, PM,  Hermetic Influences 
on Freemasonry 7pm

Open to the public.  Free.

South Pasadena Masonic Temple
1126 Fair Oaks Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030

Monday6

Notable events, gatherings, and lectures in 
the Southern California area. Check ‘em out!

4

C o n t e n t s  

A divine exploration of a seeker 
discovering what the true essence of 
The Letter G means to Freemasonry 
by Carl Claudy.
Moral Compass 

Nature and her geometrical connection to 
the world around us.

The Monthly Q&A 

Find out what California Grand Lodge Secretary 
Allan Casalou has to say about The Letter G when he 
sits down for a little Q&A with the Fraternal Review.

The Letter G 

The Divine meanings of The Letter G are explored 
in this Short Talk Bulletin.

Masonic pop culture 

What does Disney’s Donald Duck have to do with 
Sacred Geometry? This revealing short film ventures 
to explain it all.

Developing a Symbol 

5

10
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Please email your Lodge’s special dates to: master@theresearchlodge.org  
Please do so at least two months in advance.

Masonic Travels 

Do other countries use The Letter G?  Answer: Many 
do not.  See several symbols used in other countries.

12

15

Esoterica Study Group

Adrian Fulle, The Point Within 
the Circle: Its Meanings and 
Philosophy 1pm

Open to the public.  Free.

Culver City-Foshay Temple
9635 Venice Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232

19

Masonic Academy

Tuoc Pham, The Secrets of a Master 
Mason:  Application to Masonic 
Philosophy to Everyday Living, 8:30am

Master Masons Only.  Free.

Saddleback Laguna Lodge
23685 Birtcher Drive
Lake Forest, CA 92630

25 SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MASONIC  Light 

16th Annual Masonic Symposium

Various,  African Americans and 
Freemasonry  9am            

Open to the Public.  Must Register.

Pasadena Scottish Rite
150 N. Madison Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91101

12 SUNDAY

Collegium  Solvitur  Ambulando

Geoff Counter, Freemasons and The 
Great War, Part II, 7:15pm

Masons Only.  Free.

Hollywood Lodge
19620 Ventura Blvd.
Encino, CA 91356

30thursday
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Bro. Albert Pike dissects the meaning of The Letter G: Page 16

The Square and Compass with the Letter G in 
American Freemasonry is explored.
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od is always geometrizing.” So said Plato twenty-three centuries 
ago. It is merely an accident of the English language that God 
and Geometry begin with the same letter. No matter what the 

language of the ritual, the initial of the Ineffable Name and that of the 
first and noblest of sciences are Masonically the same. “But that is secret!" 
cries some newly initiated brother who has examined his printed monitor 
and finds that the ritual concerning the further significance of the Letter 
“G” is represented only by stars. Aye, the ritual is secret, but the [meaning 
of “G”] is the most gloriously public that Freemasonry may herald to the 
world. One can no more keep secret the idea that God is the very warp 
and woof of Freemasonry than that He is the essence of all life. Take God 
out of Freemasonry; and there is, literally, nothing left; it is a pricked 
balloon, an empty vessel, a bubble which has burst. 

[Carl Claudy, Introduction to Freemasonry II Fellowcraft. (Morristown, NJ, The Temple Publishers, 1931, 2011), 33] 

“G

COVER STORY

The Letter G



Moral Compass Noble Geometry
By William Preston
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Geometry is the first and noblest of sciences, and the basis on which the superstructure of Freemasonry is erected. 
The contemplation of this science in a moral and comprehensive view fills the mind with rapture. To the true 
Geometrician, the regions of matter with which he is surrounded afford ample scope for his admiration, while 
they open a sublime field for his inquiry and disquisition. Every blade of grass which covers the field, every 
flower that blows, and every insect which wings its way in the bounds of expanded space, proves the existence of 
a First Cause, and yields pleasure to the intelligent mind. 

The symmetry, beauty, and order displayed in the various parts of animate and inanimate creation are pleasing 
and delightful themes, and naturally lead to the source whence the whole is derived. When we bring within the 
focus of the eye the variegated carpet of the terrestrial creation, and survey the progress of the vegetative system, 
our admiration is justly excited. Every plant that grows, every flower that displays its beauties or breathes its 
sweets, affords instruction and delight. 

When we extend our views to the animal creation, and contemplate the varied clothing of every species, we are 
equally struck with astonishment! And when we trace the lines of Geometry drawn by the Divine pencil in the 
beautiful plumage of the feathered tribe, how exalted is our conception of the heavenly work! The admirable 
structure of plants and animals, and the infinite number of fibres and vessels which run through the whole, with 
the apt disposition of one part to another, is a perpetual subject of study to the true Geometrician; who, while he 
adverts to the changes which all undergo in their progress to maturity, is lost in rapture and veneration of the 
Great Cause that produced the whole, and which continues to govern the system. 

When he descends into the bowels of the earth, and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and fossils, he finds 
the same instances of Divine wisdom and goodness displayed in their formation and structure; every gem and 
every pebble proclaims handiwork of an Almighty Creator! 

When he surveys the watery element, and directs his attention to the wonders of the deep, with all the inhabitants 
of the mighty ocean, he perceives emblems of the same Supreme Intelligence. The scales of the largest whale, and 
the penciled shell of the most diminutive fish, equally yield a theme for his contemplation, on which he fondly 
dwells; while the symmetry of their formation, and the delicacy of their tints evince to his discerning eye the 
Wisdom of the Divine Artist. 

When he exalts his view to the more noble and elevated parts of nature, and surveys the celestial orbs, how much 
greater is his astonishment! If, on the principles of Geometry and true philosophy, he contemplates the sun, the 
moon, the stars, and the Whole concave of heaven, his pride is humbled, and he is lost in awful admiration. The 
immense magnitude of those bodies, the regularity and rapidity of their motions, and the vast extent of space 
through which they move, are equally inconceivable: and, as far as they exceed human comprehension, baffle his 
most daring ambition, till, lost in the immensity of the theme, he sinks into his primitive insignificance. 

By Geometry, then, we curiously trace Nature, through her various windings, to her most concealed recesses. By 
it we discover the power, the wisdom and the goodness of the Great Artificer of the Universe, and view with 
delight the proportions which connect this vast machine. By it we discover how the planets move in  their 
different orbits, and demonstrate their various revolutions. By it we account for the return of seasons, and the 
variety of scenes which each season displays to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all framed 
by the same Divine Artist, which roll through the vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same unerring law. 

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her beautiful proportions, first determined man to imitate the Divine 
plan, and study symmetry and order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to every useful art. The architect began 
to design; and the plans which he laid down, improved by experience and time, produced works which have been 
the admiration of every age. 

[William Preston, Illustrations of Masonry. (17th edition 1871, reprinted by ForgottenBooks.org, 2013), 46-48, first edition 1772.] 



G NOT UNIVERSAL,  

MEANS GEOMETRY 

Even though it is conspicuously displayed in our lodges, 
the “G” has the distinction of being a Masonic symbol that 
does not have the characteristic of universality which the 
Jewels, the Furniture, or the Ornaments of the Lodge enjoy. 
Also, it ritually appears for the first time only in the Second 
Degree. The working tools, the greater and lesser lights, 
and the pillars, convey the same lessons to Masons in every 
language and Grand Lodge. But the initial "G" for God 
bears its interpretation primarily in English. 

One of the plausible explanations is that the “G” originally 
stood for Geometry. Historically, operative freemasonry 
was applied geometry, and thus in ancient times 
Freemasonry was synonymous with Geometry. The word 
Geometry held an especial connotation for the Masons of  
c. 1400. The mason in that period had no architectural 
handbook, no blueprints, and no tables of construction; his 
art was based on Geometry alone, and his skill consisted in 
knowing by heart many of the processes of Geometry, and 
his secrets were nothing other than these same processes 
and the knowledge of applying them, which he did not 
want to share with those who were not initiated into the 
craft, in order to confine competition. This being the case, it 
was natural that he should hold this science in high rever-
ence and make its name, represented by its initial letter 
(which is the same in French, Latin, German, and English, 
the early Masonic languages), serve as a symbol in lodge. 

[Excerpt from Bro. Prof. Dr. U. Gauthamadas, “God, The Blazing 
Star,” Lodge Prudentia No. 369, Grand Lodge of India, Pietre-Stones 
Review of Freemasonry, accessed 3/20/2016 http://www.freemasons-
freemasonry.com/blazing_star.html] 

DUTY TO REVERE GOD 

A Mason’s eightfold duty to God is to Believe, to Pray, to 
Trust, to Worship, to Serve, to Seek, to Revere, and to 
Obey. Even a stranger entering a Masonic Lodge room, as 
he may do on a public occasion must be struck by the 
letter G which hangs over the chair of the Master in the 
East. No one need tell him its meaning. It is the Letter of 
Light and tells its own story! It is the initial of the name of 
the Supreme Being before whom all Masons, from the 
youngest Entered Apprentice in the northeast corner of the 
lodge room to the Worshipful Master in the East should, 
with reverence bow. It should signify to us our duty of 
reverence for God by never mentioning His name but with 
that awe and reverence which are due from the creature to 
his Creator. How many of us in the careless custom of the 
time indulge in profanity, the taking the Holy Name in 
vain? We are not vicious, only thoughtless. But if we are 
fully aware of our duty to revere God we will refrain, with 
meticulous anxiety, from all irreverence. 

[Excerpt from Percy E. Palmer, “Duties of a Mason, Part I—A 
Mason’s Duty to God,” SCRL Papers Vol. 1, 53.] 

GEOMETRY: EGYPTIAN ORIGIN 

Legend has it that Geometry was first founded as a 
science at Alexandria, the capital of Egypt. The river Nile 
annually overflowed its banks, causing the inhabitants to 
retire to mountainous parts of the country. When the 
waters subsided, they returned to their former places of 
abode, but the rapidity of the floods had washed away 
their ancient landmarks, causing grievous disputes among 
them, which often developed into civil wars. When they 
learned there was a lodge of Geometricians or Masons at 
Alexandria, where Euclid presided as Grand Master, a 
deputation of the inhabitants repaired there and laid their 
grievances before him. He, with the assistance of his 
Wardens and Brethren, gathered together the scattered 
elements of Geometry. He taught the Egyptians how to 
measure, and ascertain their different districts of land by 
measurement, which put an end to their disputes, and 
terminated their civil wars.  

[Jack Levitt, PGM “The Letter G,” Masonic Information for Stated 
Meetings Vol 3. Most Worshipful Levitt was Grand Master of 
California and Hawaii in 1986.] 
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Allan Casalou, California Grand Secretary

I N T E R V I E W  B Y  D A G O  R O D R I G U E Z ,  P M  

BRO. CASALOU IS ONE OF THE BUSIEST MASONS IN THE STATE, HAVING 
RECENTLY SERVED AS CHAIRMAN OF THE XIV WORLD CONFERENCE, 
AND HELPING RUN THE GRAND LODGE FOR THE NINTH YEAR IN A ROW. 
HE SAT DOWN WITH THE FRATERNAL REVIEW FOR A QUICK “Q&A” 
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Q:  How many years have you been a 
Freemason?   

A:  Almost 25.  I was initiated in 
September 1991. 

Q:  What sparked your interest in 
Masonry?   

A:  My stepfather was a Mason, and I 
was active in DeMolay as a result. I 
made many good friends in DeMolay. I 
learned a lot and felt like my life was 
more impactful as a result of my 
involvement. I continued learning 
about Masonry during those years and 
met a lot of Masons whom I greatly 
respect. On my 21st birthday, my 
stepfather asked me if I was interested 
in joining the lodge. I heard this as 
affirmation from him that I was worthy 
of doing so, at least in his eyes. I strive 
to live up to his confidence in me. 

Q:  How many years have you been a 
Grand Lodge Officer?   

A:  16 

Q:  Thus far, what have you found to be 
the most rewarding aspect of your 
chair?   

A:  The people that I work with 
and work for. I learn so much 
from so many different brothers 
in California and around the 
world. I’m very grateful for the 
opportunity to learn and work 
with such great men. 

Q:  What sparked your interest 
in the Letter G?   

A:  When I was initiated, I 
remember thinking about the 
explanation by the Master. As a 
young man, I always assumed it 
stood for God. I was interested 
to learn that it is also a symbol 
for geometry. My interest was 
furthered when I learned the 
Fellow Craft lecture for the first 
time. Then, as I traveled, I 

noticed that the G was not universal and 
I began to take an even greater interest in 
it as a subject of study. I have had great 
conversations and learned a lot about 
this subject from mentors like John 
Cooper and R. Stephen Doan. They have 
inspired me to think more about this 
subject. 

Q:  What, in general, do you discuss in 
your lecture on The Letter G?   

A:  It’s origins; how and where it is and 
isn’t used; what it means to me and how 
it can be used to learn to practice 
tolerance and recognize how we may 
bring balance to our lives. 

Q:  Our ritual relates the meaning of the 
Letter G to God and geometry. What do 
you think of its being associated with 
other concepts like generation, and 
gnosis?   

A:  Like all symbols in Masonry, the 
Letter G is explained in a certain way in 
the Ritual, and then, as individual 
Masons, we grow to understand it in 
ways that are personal and unique to our 
lives. I can understand how a Mason 
might see the Letter G as a symbol of 
generation, gnosis and other ideas. 

Q:  Being a traveling man, what did you 
find interesting about the interpretation of 
the Letter G in other countries?   

A:  In a number of countries, the initial of 
the name of the Supreme Being or “God” 
does not begin with the letter “G.” I have 
been interested to learn how they view 
this and how they explain it in Ritual.   

Q:  What is substituted for the Letter G in 
countries with different alphabets from 
ours?   

A:  I’ve never seen a letter other than G, 
when a letter is used at all. 

Q:  How is the Letter G used other than 
within the square and compass?   

A:  Many times, the Letter G that hangs 
in the lodge room is not within the square 
and compass. 

Q:  The G in the square and compass 
must be the best-known emblem of the 
Fraternity. Do we know if it has a 
particular meaning or interpretation 
amongst the general public?   

A:  Anecdotally, it seems the public 
mostly assumes the Letter G stands for 
God.  

Q:  What can you tell us about the Letter 
G that isn’t generally written or talked 
about?  

A:  I like to explore a connection between 
geometry and the Great Architect of the 
Universe that is generally deeper than 
most people discuss. 

Q&A:



READ IT

SACRED GEOMETRY 
by Miranda Lundy 2001

Geometry is one of a group of special 
sciences - Number, Music and Cosmology 
are the others - found identically in nearly 

every culture on earth. In this small volume, Miranda Lundy 
presents a unique introduction to this most ancient and timeless 
of universal sciences. 
Sacred Geometry demonstrates what happens to space in two 
dimensions - a subject last flowering in the art, science and 
architecture of the Renaissance - and seen in the designs of 
Stonehenge, mosque decorations and church windows. With 
exquisite hand-drawn images throughout, showing the 
relationship between shapes, the patterns of coin circles, and 
the definition of the golden section, it will forever alter the way 
in which you look at a triangle, hexagon, arch, or spiral.
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MASONIC POP CULTURE

Donald in Mathmagic Land  
By Hamilton Luske 
1959  27 Minutes  Walt Disney Studios 

You read correctly. Donald Duck! We at the 
Fraternal Review have no shame in pre-
senting our loyal readers with the best, and 
most innovative teachings that come to 
man. In this classic 1950’s short animated 
film, Donald in Mathmagic Land, Disney’s 
beloved Donald Duck takes a psychedelic 
journey into the world and wonder of math - 
in particular, geometry. Through his travels 
it is shown how numbers are more than 
graphs and charts, they are geometry, music, 
and magical living things. From the clever 
connections to nature, and even a game of 
pool, this ingenious short wraps up an entire 
year of high school geometry in 27 brief 
minutes! Masonic implications abound. 
     
The Walt Disney Studios took no chances 
when producing this work. The top 
mathematicians, engineers, military experts, 
and scholars were brought on board as 
consultants to make this brave “little short” 
a reality. That’s the reason why it’s still 
relevant after nearly seven decades. You can 
order it on DVD or watch it on YouTube. 

Whence Came You? - Episode 233:  
Mathmagic Land  34 minutes 2016

Bro. Robert Johnson, along with his round 
table of Masonic scholars, discusses connections that the Walt 
Disney short animated film, Donald in Mathmagic Land has 
with popular culture, Freemasonry and the esoteric 
philosophies. Most interesting are the parallels made with the 
filmmakers of the short, who were highly decorated 
mathematical experts in their own right, hired by Walt Disney 
himself, to serve as advisors on this classic film. Give it a listen, 
and prepare to gain a new appreciation for Geometry.

HEAR IT

A Short Gem of A Film That Is Rich In Geometrical Truth

SEE IT

©Walt Disney Studios 1959

Oh, no! Say it isn’t so Donald!



Freemasonry presupposes the metaphysical system we saw 
embodied in the plan of the Gothic cathedral. It describes that 
metaphysics by considering the 'regular progression of 
science from a point to a line, from a line to a superficies, 
from a superficies to a solid'. This idea, which is quoted from 
the ritual of the Second Degree, is actually a neo-platonic 
device using a mathematical idiom to describe the process by 
which the Deity brings the Universe into existence. From this 
geometrical perspective the process starts with a point as the 
fundamental element; the point moves, and in doing so 
generates a line; the line moves, in a direction not parallel to 
itself, and generates a plane (superficies); the plane, moving 
in a similar way, generates a solid. 

The geometrical characteristics of this succession of figures 
are such that each action brings a new object into being 
which has its own characteristics, but which also contains—
and includes the characteristics of—the object which 
generated it. Thus, for example, the solid, which is defined by 
the rules of three-dimensional geometry, contains the plane 
from which it was generated; and the laws of solid geometry 
are those of plane geometry with some additional complexity. 
The neo-platonists used this geometrical idiom to describe the 
process by which Divinity (the Point, the fundamental, 
essential, Source-Of-All) projected Itself into existence, 
through the progressively more complex levels of the Spirit 
(line); the Psyche (superficies) and finally Materiality (solid); 
each of these 'worlds' containing within itself the next higher 
level from which it was derived. The same story is to be 
found in a mystical interpretation of Genesis when God 
'creates' the World of the Spirit (Chap. I); 'forms' the World of 
the Psyche (Chap. II), and finally expels (projects) Adam and 
Eve into the Physical World by the process of incarnation. We 
can see, of course, that this is the same metaphysical scheme 
that we found to be implicit in the Cathedral plan and also the 
same hierarchy we observed along the 'dimension of 
consciousness' which was envisioned by the Renaissance 
scholars. It is, indeed, the basis of almost all Western 
philosophy prior to the nineteenth century. In the context of 
this scheme the physical sciences, which began to emerge 
during the latter part of the Renaissance, are concerned with 
the Solid, with the physical world; and today their practitioners 
generally ignore, or deny the existence of, all the other levels 
of the progression. 

Freemasonry is concerned with the superficies, that is, with the 
psyche; but, unlike contemporary science, it does not ignore 
the other parts of the metaphysical system. On the contrary, 
Freemasonry is based on the premise that the individual who explores his psyche can, and should, be committed to and 
guided by his God as well as continuing his active role in the physical world. It is for this reason that belief in a Supreme 
Being is a prerequisite for membership in the Order and that its members are admonished to pursue their respective 
religions with diligence. Beyond that fundamental requirement, the nature of a Mason's God, the Scripture he uses, and the 
form of his worship are not of concern to the Craft.  

[Excerpt from Kirk McNulty, Freemasonry, A Journey through Ritual and Symbol. (London: Thames & Hudson, Ltd., 1991), 15-16.] 

GEOMETRY CONTEMPLATIVE AND PRACTICAL 

Geometry as a contemplative practice is personified by an 
elegant and refined woman, for geometry functions as an 
intuitive, synthesizing, creative yet exact activity of mind 

associated with the feminine principle. But when these 
geometric laws come to be applied in the technology of daily 
life they are represented by the rational, masculine principle: 

contemplative geometry is transformed into practical geometry. 

[Robert Lawlor, Sacred Geometry, Philosophy and Practice. (London: Thames 
and Hudson, 1982), 7]  

S a c r e d  G e om e t r y
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The Letter G Joseph Fort Newton

ven a stranger, entering a Masonic Lodge 
Room, as he may do on a public occasion, 
must be struck by a mysterious Letter which 
hangs over the chair of the Master in the East. 

No one need tell him of its meaning; it is a letter of 
light and tells its own story. 

Yet, no stranger can know its full meaning, much less 
how old it is. Indeed, few Masons are aware of all that 
it implies, either as a symbol or history. There it shines, 
a focus of faith and fellowship, the emblem of the 
Divine Presence in the Lodge, and in the heart of each 
Brother composing it. 

When the Lodge is opened, the mind and heart of each 
member should also be opened to the meaning of the 
Great Symbol, to the intent that its light and truth may 
become the supreme reality in our lives. When the 
Lodge is closed, the memory of that Divine initial and 
its august suggestions ought to be the last thought 
retained in the mind, to be pondered over. 

In English Lodges its meaning and use are made clearer 
than among us. There it shines in the center of the 
ceiling of the room, and the Lodge is grouped around 
it, rather than assembled beneath it. Below it is the 
checkerboard floor, symbol of the vicissitudes of life, 
over which hangs the whiter light of the divine 
guidance and blessing, so much needed in our mortal 
journey. 

Also, in the Degrees its use is more impressive. In the 
First and Second degrees the symbol is visible in the 
roof, or sky, of the Lodge Room, like a benediction. In 
the Third Degree it is hidden, but its presence is still 
manifest - as every Masons knows - since the light of 
God is inextinguishable even in the darkest hours. In 
the Royal Arch it becomes visible again, but in another 
form, and in another position, not to be named here. 

Thus, in the course of the degrees, the Great Letter has descended from heaven to earth, as if to show us the deep meaning of 
Masonry. In other words, the purpose of initiation is to bring God and Man together, and make them one. God becomes man that 
man may become God - a truth which lies at the heart of all religion, and most clearly revealed in our own. At the bottom, every 
form of faith is trying to lay hold of this truth, for which words were never made. 

In all the old houses of initiation, as far back as we can go, some one letter of the alphabet stands out as a kind of Divine initial. In 
the Egyptian Mysteries it was the "Solar Ra," a symbol of the Spiritual Sun shining upon the mortal path. In the Greek Mysteries at 
Delphi it was the letter "E" - Eta - the fifth letter of the Greek alphabet; five being the symbol of man, as evidenced by the five 
senses. 

Hence also the pentagram, or five-pointed star. In olden times Fellow Craft Masons worked in groups of five, and five Brethren now 
compose one of their Lodges. Plutarch tells us in the Greek Mysteries. the Letter Eta was made of wood in the First Degree, of 
bronze in the Second Degree, and of Gold in the Third - showing the advance and refinement of the moral and spiritual nature, as 
well as the higher value to the truth that was unfolded. 

Short Talk Bulletin

E



Many meanings and much history are thus gathered into the 
Great Letter, some of it dim and lost to us now. In our Lodges, 
and in the thought of the craft today, the Letter "G" stands for 
Geometry, and also as the initial for our word for God. Now 
for one, now for the other, but nearly always for both, since all 
Masonry rests upon Geometry, and in all its lore Geometry is 
the way of God. 

Of the first of these meanings not much needs to be said. In the 
oldest Charges of the Craft, as in its latest interpretations, it is 
agreed that Masonry is moral geometry. What was forfelt by 
philosophers and mystics in ancient times is now revealed to 
us by the microscope. It is an actual fact that Geometry is the 
thought- form of God in nature, in the snowflake and in the 
orbits of the stars. 

Since this ancient insight is confirmed by the vision of science, 
in the most impressive manner the great Letter may stand as 
the initial of God, not alone by the accident of our language, 
but also and much more by a faith founded in fact. There is no 
longer any secret; it cannot be hid, because it is written in the 
structure of things, in all forms which truth and beauty take. 

Nor does Masonry seek to hide the fact that it rests in God, 
lives in God, and seeks to lead men to God. Everything in  
Masonry has reference to God, every lesson. every lecture; 
from the first step to the last Degree. Without God it has no  
meaning, and no mission among men. It would be like the  
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house in the parable, built on the sand which the flood swept 
away. For Masonry, God is the first truth and the final reality.  

Yet, as a fact, Masonry rarely uses the name of God. It uses, 
instead, the phrase; "The Great Architect Of The Universe." Of 
course such a phrase fits into the symbolism of the Craft, but 
that is not the only - nor, perhaps the chief - reason why it is 
used. A deep, fine feeling keeps us from using the name of 
Deity too often, lest it lose some of its awe in our minds. 

It is because Masons believe in God so deeply that they do not 
repeat His Name frequently, and some of us prefer the 
Masonic way in the matter. Also, we love the Masonic way of 
teaching by indirection, so to speak; by influence and 
atmosphere. Masonry, in its symbols and in its spirit, seeks to 
bring us into the presence of God and detains us there, and that 
is the wisest way. 

In nothing is Masonry more deep-seeing than in the way in 
which it deals with our attitude toward God, Who is both the 
meaning and the mystery of life. It does not intrude, much less 
drive, in the intimate and delicate things of the inner life - like 
a bungler thrusting his hand into our heart-strings. 

No, all that Masonry asks is that we confess our faith in a 
Supreme Being. It does not require that we analyze or define 
in detail our thought of God. Few men have formulated  

their profound faith; perhaps no man can do it, satisfactorily. It goes 
deeper than the intellect, down into the instincts and feelings, and eludes 
all attempts to put it into words. 

Life and love, joy and sorrow, pity and pain and death; the blood in the 
veins of man, the milk in the breast of woman, the laughter of little 
children, the coming and goings of days, all the old, sweet, sad human 
things that make up our mortal life - these are the bases of our faith in 
God. Older than argument, it is deeper than debate; as old as the home, as 
tender as infancy and old age, as deep as love and death. 

Men lived and died by faith in God long before philosophy was born, 
ages before theology had learned its letters. Vedic poets and penitential 
Psalmists were praising God on yonder side of the Pyramids. In Egypt, 
five thousand years ago, a poet King sang of the unity, purity and beauty 
of God, celebrating His Presence revealed, yet also concealed, in the 
order of life. 

No man can put such things into words, much less into a hard and fast 
dogma. Masonry does not ask him to do so. All that it asks is that he tell, 
simply and humbly, in Whom he puts his trust—in life and death, as the 
source, security and sanction of moral life and spiritual faith; and that is 
as far as it seeks to go. 

[Excerpt from The Short Talk Bulletins I, (Burtonsville, MD: The Masonic Service 
Association, 2013), S. Brent Morris, Ed., Volume 5, Number 7, July 1927, 206-208. The 
entire text is on the SCRL website, http://www.theresearchlodge.org/masonic-light.html] 

http://www.theresearchlodge.org/masonic-light.html
http://www.theresearchlodge.org/masonic-light.html
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The Middle Chamber is guarded by the Senior Warden. It can be understood to represent one’s Soul, the 
seat of one’s mortality. The Hebrew letter in the Middle Chamber is usually represented by the letter ‘G”, 
and it is a neo-Platonic representation of the Divinity.
[Kirk McNulty, Freemasonry, Symbols, Secrets, Significance. (London: Thames & Hudson, Ltd), 2006, 166.] 

he letter in the middle is the 
Hebrew letter hay, the fifth 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet 

and phonetic equivalent of “H.” It is 
used here as an abbreviation for the 
word HaShem, which literally means 
"the name.” This refers to the name 
of G-d. The personal name of G-d is 
that famous four-letter combination 
which starts with the letter yud. 
Traditional Jews do not pronounce 
that name—as a sign of respect, just 
as we’d not address Mr. Obama with 
the personal name “Barak.” We’d 
say “Mr. President.” The name of   
G-d is only to be pronounced by the 
High Priest on Yom Kippur and only 
in the Holy of Holies in the Great 
Temple at Jerusalem. Since there is 
no longer a High Priest or Solomon's 
Temple or Herod's Temple, this 
name has not been spoken for 
almost two thousand years. In 
common speech, for the English 
“thank G-d,” Jews usually use 
HaShem as a substitute word, saying 
in Hebrew, “baruch hashem”—
literally, “bless the name.” Adonai is 
used in prayer services. It means 
“my L-rd.”

As you can see from the way I’m writing, 
I am loath to even write out G-d or L-rd 
completely in order to avoid using G-d's 
name. By the way, using the Hebrew 
letter gimel which is the phonetic 
equivalent of "G" would make no sense 
in Hebrew. The image above probably 
came from an older Eastern European 
lodge, as Modern Israeli lodges would 
use a yud, not a hay.  

[Commentary by Bob Borden, PM, an SCRL 
member and Junior Warden of Home Lodge No 
721 in Van Nuys, California.] 

T
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Masonic Lodge room in Mexico (Notice the large triangle in the East without the G)

The Star of David on the altar in a Masonic Royal Arch Grand Room 
in Dublin, Ireland Lodge.

Yud in the Square & Compass



D e v e l o p i n g  A  S y m b o l :  T h e  S q u a r e  a n d  C o m p a s s  w i t h  t h e  
L e t t e r  G  i n  A m e r i c a n  F r e e m a s o n r y  b y  A i m e e  E .  N e w e l l ,  P h . D
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In the United States today, 
the most prevalent 

Masonic emblem is the 
Square and Compasses, 

almost always with a 
Letter G in the center. It 

appears on lodge buildings 
throughout the 

country, branding them in one 
glance as Masonic, serving as a 

logo for the fraternity.

Henry W. Coil's history of this symbol, from his oft-
cited Encyclopedia, has long been repeated, without 
published debate: “... as late as 1873, the letter in the 
symbol was unusual.... No representation 
of it has been found as early as 1850.”1 Yet, even a 
cursory examination of American lodge and museum 
collections turns up any number of objects made well 
before 1850 and marked with this very symbol. 
Despite its widespread use, this symbol has received 
little consideration of what it can tell us about the 
development and evolution of American Freemasonry. 
The emblem actually appears much earlier than Coil’s 
date of 1850. For example, the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Museum & Library in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, holds a Masonic snuffbox in its 
collection that was made in France for the American 
market in the 1780s or 1790s.2 It shows a Square and 
Compasses symbol at top center, complete with a G in 
the middle. The rest of the decoration is an allegorical

scene with a Master Mason standing between 
columns marked "J" and "B," for Jachin and Boaz, at 
the center. The Mason is flanked by palm and acacia 
trees, the sphinx and a pyramid, and female figures. 
Prudence, at one side, holds a mirror, while Justice, 
at the other side, holds a sword and stands over the 
prostrate figures of a man holding a torch and a 
woman holding a mask. Also in the museum's 
collection, a horn cup dating to about 1780 is carved 
with an arrangement of Masonic symbols, including 
the Square and Compasses with the G.3 A note 
accompanying the cup suggests that it was originally 
owned by William Chapman (dates unknown) of 
Connecticut. And, an apron, which dates to about 
1615 and was probably made in Massachusetts or 
New Hampshire, is also part of the collection.4 The 
body includes a painted motif of the Square and 
Compasses with a G in the center. One more 
pre-1850 example to dispute Coil's assertion is a set
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of watch papers. Clockmakers and watch owners placed 
these round papers inside a pocket watch to protect the 
works from dust.5 This set of papers is dated with 
handwritten inscriptions on the back. One inscription is 
dated March 26, 1820, and the other October 27, 1825. 
The Square and Compasses symbol appears on the left 
with the G in the middle. 
     All of these examples underscore the usefulness and 
importance of objects for Masonic research. While the 
fundamental questions addressed here can be studied 
through documents and published Masonic rituals, the 
material evidence substantially adds to the body of 
evidence and informs my conclusions. Objects, 
sometimes made by the Freemason himself, or selected 
by the Freemason as consumer, help to show us how 
practicing Masons intersected with prescriptive texts and 
the rituals they learned inside the lodge. The domestic 
items described here offer a level of insight beyond what 
printed materials can offer; they suggest personal choices 
made by American Freemasons regarding how they 
learned about the Craft and chose to identify themselves 
as a member. 

[Aimee E. Newell, Ph.D., “Developing a Symbol, The Square and 
Compasses with the Letter G in American Freemasonry,” 
Philalethes Volume 65, No. 3, Spring 2012, 118-120. Permission to 
excerpt courtesy of Philalethes, The Journal of Masonic Research & 
Letters.] 

1. Henry Wilson Coil, Coil’s Masonic Encyclopedia (New 
York: Macoy, 1961), 633. 

2. Masonic snuffbox, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & 
Library, Lexington, Mass. (Hereafter SRMML). 

3. Horn cup, SRMML, 94.024a-c. 
4. Masonic apron, SRMML, 97.068.1. 
5. Watch papers, SRMML, 83-42a-d. 

G. The letter G is a well-known symbol of Freemasonry, 
though not a very old one. The time of its adoption is unknown 
but it probably was not much before the middle of the 18th 
century. It is not derived from the Gothic Constitutions or 
Ancient Charges or otherwise from the Medieval Freemasons. 
It is not mentioned in any of the early exposes of ritual prior to 
Samuel Prichard's Masonry Dissected of 1730, and even there 
its significance is not fully developed. That was the first 
exposed ritual which divided the work into three degrees, and 
in it the Fellow Craft Degree begins as follows: 
“Q. Are you a Fellow Craft?  A. I am. 
“Q. Why was you made a Fellow Craft?  A. For the sake of the 
letter G. 
“Q. What does G denote?  A. Geometry, or the fifth Science." 
Then, after some reference to the Middle Chamber, comes the 
following: 
"Q. When you came to the middle, what did you see?  A. The 
Resemblance of the Letter G. 
“Q. What doth G denote?  A. One that's greater than you. 
“Q. Who is greater than I, that am a Free and Accepted Mason, 
the Master of a Lodge?  A. The Grand Architect and Contriver 
of the Universe, or He that was taken up to the top of the 
Pinnacle of the Holy Temple.” 

[Henry Wilson Coil, Coil’s Masonic Encyclopedia. (Richmond, VA: 
Macoy, 1961, 1996), 276.] 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Pentagram, which you see in 
the East, called in the Gnostic 
schools and in Masonry “The 
Blazing Star,” is the sign of 
intellectual omnipotence and 
autocracy. In the center of this 
Blazing Star Freemasons place the 
letter G. It signifies Gnosis and 
Generation, the two sacred words of 
the ancient Kabbala; and also the 
Grand Architect; for the 
Pentagram, whichever way we view 
it, represents the letter A. 

[Albert Pike, “240 --Prince of the Tabernacle,” Liturgy of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States. (Charleston: The 
Supreme Council of the AASR, 1878, 1944), 106] 
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